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feet in breadth at us orifice, though widening out cistern-like
below. Around it is a raised stone parapet, and the interior
also is coated with masonry.

Here our Arabs set to work, and shouting, laughing, and
pulling, drew up bucket after bucket, till they filled the skins
to bursting. Noon has now passed, and there is no time to
lose ; indeed, the stock of water laid in will barely suffice its
allotted period, especially in such a heat as this. So we all
mount our camels, who have been wisely for once employed
in storing a good provision of moisture in their complicated
stomachs, and pursue our way. In less than half an hour we
have cleared the chalky hollow, and enter at once on the
Nefood. But here, travellers and readers, let us pause for a
moment before encountering the severest fatigue of the whole
journey.